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AB3TRACT OP THE PROCEEDINGS OP THE ANTHRO- 
POLOGICAL SOCIETY OP WASHINGTON. 

From January 5, 1892, to January 17, 1893. 

186th Regular Meeting, January 5, 1892 — Papers read : "Al- 
phonse de Candolle on the Transmission of Acquired Characters," 
by Lester F. Ward; "The Gobacks," by J. H. Gore. Published 
in the Journal of American Folk-Lore, No. XVII, 1892, pp. 107- 
109. 

187th Regular and 14th Annual Meeting, January 19, 1892— The 
general secretary and the treasurer submitted reports of the opera- 
tions of the Society under their respective 'departments during the 
year just elapsed. The following amendment to the constitution 
was adopted : Amend article III by incorporating the following : 
Any member or any person elected to membership may, on the 
payment of the sum of fifty dollars at one time, be made a life mem- 
ber and shall enjoy all the privileges of active membership. Officers 
for the ensuing year were elected as follows : President, J. C. Well- 
ing; vice-presidents, Garrick Mallery ("Section A), L. F. Ward 
(Section B), J. W. Powell (Section C), O. T. Mason (Section D) ; 
general secretary, Frank Baker; secretary to board of managers, 
Weston Flint ; treasurer, Perry B. Pierce ; curator, H. W. Hen- 
shaw ; councilors, J. Howard Gore, W. H. Holmes, D. S. Lamb, 
W J McGee, F. A. Seely, Thomas Wilson. 
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188th Regular Meeting, February 2, 1892 — The annual report of 
the curator was read and accepted. The chairman appointed a 
committee to audit the treasurer's accounts. Papers read : "An- 
cient Fortifications in Southern Europe," by Thomas Wilson ; " The 
Atlatl," by O. T. Mason, to be published in the Proceedings of the 
United States National Museum for 1892. 

189th Regular Meeting, February 16th, 1892 — Papers read : 
"The Concepts of Justice," by J. W. Powell; "Materials, Tools, 
and Processes of the Aboriginal Lapidary," by J. D. McGuire. 
Published in the American Anthropologist, vol. V. (1892), p. 165. 

190th Regular Meeting, March 1, 1892 — Papers read: "Institu- 
tions," by J. W. Powell; "The Last Battle of Richard Cceur de 
Lion," by W. T. Griffin. 

191st Regular Meeting, March 15, 1892 — Papers read: "Spen- 
cer's Theory of Society,", by J. W. Powell; "The Rural School 
Problem," by J. H. Blodgett. Published in American Anthropol- 
ogist, vol. VI (1893), p. 71. 

i92d Regular Meeting, April 5, 1892 — Papers read: "Nomen- 
clature and Teaching of Anthropology," by Dr. D. G. Brinton. 
The paper was discussed by Major Powell, Dr. Gill, and Dr. 
Gregory. Published in American Anthropologist, vol V (1892), 
p. 263. 

193d Regular Meeting, April 19, 1892 — Papers read: "The 
Modern Apotheosis of Nature," by S. M. Burnett. Published in 
American Anthropologist, vol. V (1892), p. 247. "The Indians 
of Chihuahua and Sonora," by Mr. F. Bandelier; "The Origin 
and Migrations of the Blackfeet Indians," by Mr. G. Bird Grin- 
nell. Published in American Anthropologist, vol. V (1892), p. 

153- 

194th Regular Meeting, May 3, 1892 — This meeting was held in 
the Columbian University Lecture Hall, and the Society listened 
to the annual address of its President, J. C. Welling, on " The Law 
of Torture: A Study in the Evolution of Law." Published in the 
American Anthropologist, vol. V (1892), p. 193. 

195th Regular Meeting, May 17, 1892 — Papers read: "Manual 
Concepts," by F. H. Cushing. Published in American Anthro- 
pologist, vol. V (1892), p. 289. " The Beneficence of Parsimony," 
by W. H. Croffut, an extract from a work entitled " The Vander- 
bilts and the Story of their Fortune." Belford, Clark & Co., New 
York and London. " Distribution of Ancient Stone Implements 
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in the Tide-water Country of the Eastern United States," by W. H, 
Holmes. Published in American Anthropologist, vol. VI (1893). 
p. 1. "Compulsory Education," by W. W. Cheshire; "The 
Border Land between History and Archaeology," by O. T. Mason. 

196th Regular Meeting, November 1, 1892 — A letter was read 
from the chairman of the committee of the Folk-Lore Congress of 
the World's Columbian Exposition inviting members to participate 
in the congress. The President of the Society gave a brief account 
of his European trip. Papers read: " Primitive Distillation among 
the Tarascoes of Mexico," by Captain J. G. Bourke, U. S. A. 
Published in American Anthropologist, vol. VI (1893), p. 65. 
"The Deadly Microbe and its Destruction," by Dr. Lamb. Pub- 
lished in American Anthropologist, vol. VI (1893), p. 15. "The 
Lines of Civilization," by J. P. Noyes. 

197th Regular Meeting, November 15, 1892 — Papers read : 
"Singular Copper Objects from Ancient Mounds in Ohio," by 
Warren K. Moorehead ; " Geographic Nomenclature of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia." The chair was instructed to appoint a com- 
mittee of five to confer with the Commission of Nomenclature of 
Localities in the District of Columbia. 

Special Meeting, November 29, 1892 — Papers read.- "Genius 
and Insanity as Forms of Abnormality," by A. MacDonald, to be 
published in a circular of the Bureau of Education entitled "Social 
Pathology." Mr. W. H. Holmes gave accounts of "Ancient Jasper 
Quarries in Pennsylvania," and also of "Ancient Quarrymen of 
South Mountain." 

198th Regular Meeting, December 6, 1892 — Papers read : " The 
Poet; Is he Born, not Made?" by Dr. Robert Fletcher, to be 
published in the American Anthropologist. A report of the Special 
Committee on Geographic Nomehclature in the District of Colum- 
bia was read by its secretary. 

Special Meeting, December 13, 1892 — The object of this meeting 
was the hearing of the final report of the committee appointed to con- 
sider the Geographical Nomenclature of the District of Columbia. 
The report is published in full in the American Anthropologist, 
vol. VI (1893), p. 29. A paper was read on the " Principles of 
Nomenclature," by W J McGee. 

199th Regular Meeting, December 20, 1892 — Papers and ad- 
dresses were given upon the subject, "Is Simplified Spelling Feasi- 
ble?" by Prof. F. A. March, Hon. A. R. Spofford, Hon. W. T. 
Harris, and Hon. E. Willits. 
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Special Meeting, December 27, 1892 — This meeting was to further 
consider the subject " Is Simplified Spelling Feasible? " Addresses 
were made by Dr. A. M. Bell, President E. M. Gallaudet, Dr. J. 
W. Gregory, and Professor Owen. 

200th Regular Meeting, January 2, 1893 — The subject of the two 
previous meetings, "Is Simplified Spelling Feasible ?" was dis- 
cussed by L. F. Ward, E. T. Peters, W. Flint, and Major J. W. 
Powell, the discussion being closed by Hon. A. R. Spofford. 

201st Regular and 15th Annual Meeting, January 17, 1893 — ^ e " 
ports of the curator and treasurer were read and accepted and a 
board of audit was appointed by the chair. The following amend- 
ment to article XVI of the constitution was adopted : " Gifts and 
prizes. — The board of managers is authorized to offer prizes for 
notable original contributions to anthropology." The following 
officers were elected for the coming year : President, O. T. Mason ; 
vice-presidents, F. A. Seely (Section A) ; L. F. Ward (Section B) ; 
J. W. Powell (Section C) ; W. H. Holmes (Section D) ; general 
secretary, F. H. Cushing; secretary to the board of managers, 
Weston Flint; treasurer, Perry B. Pierce; curator, F. W. Hodge; 
councilors, Frank Baker, J. H. Blodgett, D. S. Lamb, W J McGee, 
George R Stetson, Thomas Wilson. 



Mission Indian Maturity Ceremonial. — In order to prepare 
young girls for life's duties as they reach the age of puberty, the 
following custom prevails among the Catholic Mission Indians of 
southern California, and this after more than a hundred years of 
mission rule : 

As the time for the ceremony draws near, a pit about five feet in 
diameter and three feet deep is dug in the earth. In this pit is 
kindled a fire which warms the earth and removes the dampness, 
causing steam to rise from the brush with which the pit is half filled. 
The candidates, each wearing a single light garment, now appear 
and sit upon the edge of the pit. Shortly afterward they lie down 
upon the brush, side by side, two, three, or four, as the case may 
be, and are entirely covered with a blanket. While this is being 
done old women wave branches of sage brush over them, chanting 
29 
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in a strange, weird manner to drive away evil spirits. This being 
continued for a time, three or four old women scatter silver coin to 
the crowd which always gathers to look on and in a measure to par- 
ticipate, as any one is at liberty to secure the coin. This is done 
to teach generosity. 

Before this ceremony commenced at Agua Caliente, the friends 
of the girls came to the school teacher and presented her nice 
baskets and laces of native manufacture, at the same time asking 
her blessing and care for the girls. They next brought to the pit a 
quantity of calico and gingham, also ten sacks of grain, which were 
given to the old and needy. These gifts were intended to teach 
hospitality. Next, quantities of such wild seeds as they use as well 
as grain were showered broadcast upon the girls in order, presum- 
ably, to make them prolific. The next step was to cover the girls 
entirely with blankets, but curiosity induced them to peep out con- 
stantly. Occasionally acorn-meal porridge was given them, and 
sometimes they were permitted to crawl from the pit for a few 
moments, wrapped in a sheet or blanket. 

While they were entirely covered the whole village joined hands 
and danced around the pit. After these ceremonies, sometimes as 
many as ten old women of the village danced around them con- 
tinually for two to four days and nights, often dancing until they 
fell from exhaustion, occasionally resting and relieving one another, 
but always keeping up the dance. A camp-fire was kept burning 
near by, and an old, barefooted woman danced in the embers. 
This performance was to teach the girls courage ' and endurance in 
suffering. 

As the end of the ceremony drew near all strangers were ordered 
away. The girls then arose, were wrapped in a sheet, and led to 
their homes with wreaths or garlands of leaves on their heads. 
Later the garlands were carried to a ravine in a rocky hillside and 
hung on the bushes or trees about and near a sacred stone on which 
were showered seeds from the wreaths. After this performance the 
stone was buried. The ceremony of the ravine, the charm-stone, 
and the garlands entertain and control the evil spirits which by the 
other ceremonies have been banished from the girls ; nor will they 
return unless the girls are bad. 

Horatio N. Rust. 

South Pasadena, Cal. 



